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Sir: 

I, Dr. Yukihiko MASHIMA, hereby declare and state: 
THAT I am a citizen of Japan; 

THAT I am the inventor of the invention disclosed and claimed in the above- 
identified U.S. Patent Application and hence I am fully familiar therewith; 

THAT I am familiar with the Office Action dated September 9, 2009, in which 
Claims 2-6 and 13 of the above-identified Application are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a), 
as allegedly being unpatentable over Ishikawa et aL (J. Glaucoma, 2004, 13(6): 466-471), in 
view of Umeda et aL (Invest. Ophthalmol Vis. ScL, 2003, 44: E- Abstract 1111) and 
Mukhopadhyay et aL (Molecular Vision, 2004, 10:304-314); 

THAT I am a co-author of the Ishikawa et aL article (J. Glaucoma, 2004, 13(6): 466- 
471) cited against the above-identified Application; 

THAT I am the inventor of the subject matter disclosed in Ishikawa et al. (J. 
Glaucoma, 2004, 13(6): 466-471) cited against the above-identified Application; 
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THAT the disclosure in Ishikawa et al (J. Glaucoma, 2004, 13(6): 466-471) upon 
which the Examiner relies as the basis for the rejection under 35 U.S.C § 103(a), was derived 
from my own inventive work. 

I declare further that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
Application or any patent issuing thereon. 





